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a proposal to abolish income-tax. A general election followed
without delay, and was over by the middle of February.^ The
conservatives secured a majority of 83 in Great Britain; in the
whole house of commons, owing to the new emergence of an
Irish home rule party, it was harder to compute, but could in
no case be reckoned below 48. On 17 February Gladstone re-
signed. His memorable first administration—by far the most
successful of the four which he headed, and under many aspects
the greatest during the long reign of Queen Victoria—was at
an end.
Two separate topics may close this chapter. The first; concerns
the situation of the Crown and its wearer.
There can be no doubt that by the beginning of 1871 the
queen had grown seriously unpopular. There were many causes.
Subconsciously the displacement of a monarchy by a republic
in Paris may have operated as one. But the chief was her per-
sistence in retirement since the death of the prince consort over
nine years earlier. There was a widespread feeling that she
neglected her national duty, and did not earn the large grants
made to her and her family by parliament. Thus when in the
spring her fourth daughter, Louise, married the eldest son of a
wealthy subject, the duke of Argyll, big popular meetings at
Birmingham and Nottingham passed resolutions condemning
the grants voted to the young couple.
But in this the year proved a turning-point. An illness of the
queen in the early autumn recalled some sympathy to her. Much
greater sympathy followed very soon after, when on 8 December
it became known that the prince of Wales was dangerously ill
with enteric fever. For about a week he hung between death, and
life, while the whole nation listened at the door of his sick-room.
On the tenth anniversary of his father's death he turned the
corner; and his eventual recovery evoked a burst of enthusiasm
which founded his own popularity and restored his mother's.
Although thenceforward the queen's reputation grew rapidly,
Gladstone's final haste to dissolve before parliament reassembled. James as at-
torney-general had advised (contrary to his predecessor, Coleridge) that by talcing
on the chancellorship of the exchequer Gladstone had accepted an 'office of profit*
under the 6 Anne, c. 7, and unless he secured re-election in his con.Htitu*tnoy, could
not speak or vote in the house without incurring penalties. His Greenwich seat
was deemed too unsafe for a by-election; but it might be held at a general election,
as in fact it was.

